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The last three chapters were added during the last two years to give a precise picture 
of the history and problems of the Islamic world during modern times . Consequently , 
special attention was given to the Palestinian question . 


It goes without saying that it is rather difficult for anyone to appreciate the effort exerted 
in making this atlas , except those who are acqainted with our Arabic references and 
their nature . They are numerous and some of them are full of events . Nevertheless , 
all our references lack accuracy , as one reads in them , for instance , that the town 
« Feed » is midway between Mecca and Basra, yet nobody knows definitely its 
whereabouts . The same could be applied to « ZatErq » and « Qarn Manazel » which 
lie to the North of the route to Iraq via Mecca , but again their definite location is 
unknown . 


Abstract words require no limit , whereas maps do , for one could locate each town 
in its proper place according to one’s own discretion and then , on reading the original , 
one discovers that the town has been misplaced . Thus the work is repeated several times 
demanding more effort . 


I could not find anyone to tolerate the difficulties of such a work until AI - Zahraa 
Establishment undertook the publication of the Atlas . In its proprietor , Ahmed Raef , 
I found a great help , as he is a scholar and a historian . Moreover , he has recruited 
a group of active youth who have contributed to the revision and correction of the Atlas 
whereby the work came out successfully . 


I do not want to emphsize my personal effort lest 1 should be considered as seeking 
praise ; a matter which 1 have never thought of . I only want to make the reader share 
the difficulties with me . 


I spent willingly the last sixteen years in serving the Islamic cause ; that is why my 
only aim is to make out of this work a meticulous , and comprehensive achievement . 

Concluding these lines of presentation of the Arabic edition of this Atlas of the History 
of the World of Islam , I should acknowledge that much of the credit for this final 
production should go to my friend Mr. Ahmad Raef , director of the ZAHRAA 
ESTABLISHMENT FOR ARAB MASS MEDIA , which published thisAtlas and spared 
no effort or cost to produce it in this beautiful form . He also revised the whole work 
and gave me valuable advice about the text and the maps . As space will not allow my 
giving a complete list in English of the maps , 1 have limited myself to providing a list 
of the contents of the chapters of this Atlas . 


May Allah bless us all . 


The Author 
Cairo 1987 
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Ever since I began my career in the service of the history of Islam I felt the pressing 
needs for a good and comprehensive atlas of that history . We can never be able to gain 
a real hold of that history without a well - planned and designed atlas . Islam - by its 
very nature - is extremely dynamic : most of the nations that embraced it were inspired 
with an irresistible drive towards expansion and the building up of a state . The student 
of that history fails , in most cases , to follow the progress of Islamic states because of 
the rapid change and movement involved in their rise and fall . Many scholars and institutes 
have declared their intention of establishing maps of the whole history of Islam or parts 
of it and they have indeed been able to produce works of distinction and value . 


Yet the need for a comprehensive and detailed atlas is still pressing . Around 1970 , 
I was invited to Germany to collaborate with a group of scholars in designing an atlas 
for the Middle East . 


There , 1 was able to learn some of the techniques involved in the making of historical 
atlases . From there I proceeded to France and England to carry on further research . 


In 1972 1 began by establishing the working text from which the atlas should be 
developed . This was not easy at all and it had to be repeated time and again until , 1 
was able to establish a series of maps that would cover a reasonable and systematic number 
of chapters , divided into maps that would cover adequately the whole march of events 
throughout the history of Islam . 

I could not find anybody who would work with me and 1 had to do everything by 
myself . This proved to be an almost impossible venture . Slowly and with exhausting 
patience I proceeded with the work paying the utmost attention to every detail myself . 


The list of maps of every chapter was revised and modified at least three or four times . 
This had to be done in the process of designing the maps . Some times the text was rewritten 
more than once to suit the exact significance of its accompanying maps . At length , and 
at the end of twelve years of continuous work , I finished the first version of the atlas , 
comprising texts and maps . 1 spent two years more in revising the whole work to correct 
errors , fill in the gaps and add new material . Once the task was finished I realized that 
1 had obtained a new version of the history of Islam based on maps and diagrams . 


TI hope I am not mistaken in my feeling towards the work 1 have undertaken . The 
whole history of Islam is told here in 20 chapters with 213 maps and about 500 pages 
of text which tell , in an extremely succinct narrative that nevertheless ignores nothing 
of importance , the whole evolution of events in the entire world of Islam , throughout 
all its fourteen centuries . 
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